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chimeras, together with the ability which he displayed
for the role of a demagogue would have enabled him in
time to surpass all the members of his party in his
strictly logical endeavours."

In Parliament Bucher was particularly active in
promoting the various measures of reorganisation. He
played an especially important part as the reporter on
the motion by Waldeck, calling upon the Ministry to
raise the state of minor siege which had been declared
against Berlin on the 12th of November, 1848. He
found no difficulty on this occasion, when he again spoke
mainly as a jurist, in proving the illegality of the
measure, as there could be no doubt that it was im-
possible to justify it by Article 110 of the Constitution,
which only came into force three weeks later, and the
more so as this article only dealt with the suspension of
certain fundamental rights in case of war or revolution.
Neither the one nor the other existed in Berlin on the
12th of November, and the Minister had not only sus-
pended the fundamental rights, but liad subjected
citizens to the jurisdiction of courts martial, of which
there was no mention in Article 110, and for which older
laws also contained no provision. The resolution passed
by the House on that occasion led to its dissolution,
followed on the 4th of February by the so-called Eefusal

of Taxes Trial.....    The special hatred of Bucher in

the higher circles, as evinced in the course of this trial,
was due to his above-mentioned report on the illegality
of the state of siege. The proceedings ended in the
acquittal of most of the accused. Bucher and three
others were, however, found guilty and sentenced to
three months' confinement in a fortress, with the usual
additions, namely loss of civic rights, and, for officials,
dismissal from the service of the State.